[The use of cisplatin as radiosensitizing agent in advanced tumors of the head and neck. Randomized study].
This study was aimed at assessing whether c-DDP administration immediately before radiotherapy could increase frequency and duration of objective responses, as well as survival, in patients affected with locally advanced stages of squamous carcinomas of the head and neck. All patients had already undergone two induction cycles according to the CABO schedule. Ninety-six of 108 treated patients could be evaluated. Treatment schedule consisted in: 1) randomized distribution of patients into two groups before induction chemotherapy; 2) two cycles of induction chemotherapy according to the CABO schedule in all patients; 3) radiation therapy: the patients in group A were given 5 mg/mq of i.v. cisplatin, 30-60 minutes before each session. The results from the two groups were compared and no significant differences were observed regarding objective response (82.5% in group A vs. 86% in group B), response duration and overall survival rates. Even though toxicity was higher in the patients in group A, therapeutic protocol never needed be modified.